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Pastor’s Perspective  
Well, Thanksgiving is over, the Christmas Fair and Tea is fast upon us, and the season of Advent has begun. Wow, 
do these days start to go by quickly! As we get ready to embark on the journey through the Advent season, we are 
reminded that one of the themes of Advent is hope. It is, in fact, the first Advent candle that we will be lighting on 
November 27th, the first day of Advent.  
 
I am reminded of the difference between passive hope and active hope. Joanna Macy and Chris Johnstone, in their 
book Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We’re In Without Going Crazy, write about the difference: “The word 
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hope has two different meanings. The first involves hopefulness, where our preferred outcome seems reasonably 
likely to happen. If we require this kind of hope before we commit ourselves to an action, our response gets blocked 
in areas where we don’t rate our chances too high…  
 
The second meaning is about desire…It is this kind of hope that starts our journey–knowing what we hope for and 
what we’d like, or love, to take place. It is what we do with this hope that really makes the difference. Passive hope 
is about waiting for external agencies to bring about what we desire. Active Hope is about becoming active 
participants in bringing about what we hope for….  
 
Active hope is a practice. Like tai chi or gardening, it is something we do rather than have. It is a process we can 
apply to any situation, and it involves three key steps. First, we take a clear view of reality; second, we identify what 
we hope for in terms of the direction we’d like things to move in or the values we’d like to see expressed; and third, 
we take steps to move ourselves or our situation in that direction…  
 
Since Active Hope doesn’t require our optimism, we can apply it even in areas where we feel hopeless. The guiding 
impetus is intention; we choose what we aim to bring about, act for, or express. Rather than weighing our chances 
and proceeding only when we feel hopeful, we focus on our intention and let it be our guide.” If you think about it, 
all of those other Advent candles–peace, joy, and love–also change when you think about them as intention and 
action, not feelings that we have. They are not passive, but active. Think of them as verbs, not nouns. How will we 
act out hope, peace, joy, and love in this Advent season?  
 
Beginning on Wednesday, November 30th, from 4-5 PM, I will be offering a ZOOM Advent film study called 
“Embodying Advent” which will be a series on embodiment and birthing hope, joy, peace, and love considered 
through the narrative of Mary. The series will be on 4 consecutive Wednesdays, ending on December 21st. Let me 
know if you are interested by emailing me (tleconey68@gmail.com) and I will send you the link.  
 
Beyond the Christmas Fair and Tea, there will be many other opportunities for fellowship and worship during the 
Advent/Christmas season. The Christian Education committee and Middle School Youth Group will be hosting the 
Advent Spiral activity on Saturday December 10th (see Patricia’s article for more info). Worship services in Advent 
will be full of music, both familiar and new, and we will be returning to an in-person Christmas Eve Candlelight 
service on Saturday, December 24th, at 5 PM (one service only). There will also be a service on Christmas morning 
at 10 AM with carols and stories. Hope, peace, joy, and love to you and your family! A blessed Advent to you and 
see you soon, Tim  
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Christmas Fair & Tea 
December 3rd         

 1-3pm 
 

The Christmas Fair & Tea has been an annual tradition at West Parish Church for over 50 years.  Due to COVID for 
the past two years the event has been limited, but this year we can celebrate that the Tea will return to the chapel 
with all the beautiful Christmas decorations. We look forward to seeing neighbors & friends around the tea tables 
enjoying good conversation as well as good food. 
 
In the dining room you will find Crafts, Tiny Treasures, Baked Goods, and Repants for sale. You are sure to find 
some Christmas gifts as well as a treat or two for yourself! 
 
We are honored to be able to have on display an exquisite doll house that has been donated by John Russel.  His late 
wife, Eleanor, was a very talented artist who created the miniature furniture and decorations. This collector's item 
will eventually be put up for sale and the proceeds will benefit the work & mission of the church. 
 
In order to allow plenty of time for set up and pricing at each area, there are times by which items need to be 
dropped off at the church. 
 
 Tiny Treasurers: By Wednesday afternoon. 
 Cookies for Baked Goods Table: By Friday at 10am 
 All other Baked Goods: Friday or no later than 11am on Saturday. 
 Crafts: By Friday morning 
 Tea Cookies & Sandwiches: No later than 11am Saturday. 
 
Your help in getting things to the church early will be much appreciated as it is a big job to set-up and price items. 
Our goal is to keep stress away and have fun both in preparations and on the day! 
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Hope you will stop by and better yet bring a friend to tea. All proceeds from the Fair go to the work and outreach of 
the church. 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

 
 
Christian Education is continuing to have a wonderful Fall season. We've had a couple of meaningful events this 
past month: 
 
We had a Youth Group gathering at the church in early November - we had a bit of outdoor time, shared some 
food and conversation, and sewed some Christmas ornaments with Melinda Remington. It was nice to make some 
new connections and deepen some old ones. 
 
The Lantern Walk was in the middle of November, hosted by the CE Commitee, and held at the Doyle's house. 
Special thanks to the Doyles for creating the trails and bonfire, and providing such a welcoming space! It was a 
wonderful time, and less chilly than we predicted - we had the walk, shared delicious food and warm fellowship, and 
singing by the bonfire. About thirty people attended, of all ages. 
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Upcoming Events: 
Youth Group gathering - Friday, Dec 9th, 2:45 - 4:30. We will talk about the season of Advent, and prepare for 
the Advent Spiral the following evening. Adults who want to help prepare the long garland and set up the event in 
the chapel would be very welcome - the kids love intergenerational time.  
 
Advent Spiral - Saturday, Dec 10th - 5pm - the Advent Spiral time is a special way to move more deeply into the 
season of Advent. There will be songs, readings, and a meditative walk in the chapel.  
 
I am including in the newsletter an Advent Calendar put together by author, pastor, and children's minister Traci 
Smith. We will be sending out PDFs of this calendar to the younger families of the church, as well as having printed 
copies to give to the children and youth at our Dec 9th youth group gathering. Please feel free to refer to it 
yourselves, and I hope that it helps bring more meaning to your Advent season.  
 
Please feel free to contact Jim Chandler or myself with any ideas, questions, or concerns. 
 
God's blessings to you all, 
Patricia and the CE Committee 
 
 
From the Deacons: 
It has been a tradition for the Deacons to distribute Poinsettias during the Christmas season. This will continue, but 
with some changes. The flowers carry our thanks and/or our good wishes plus our love and support as a community 
of faith. 
 
There will be one Christmas Eve service at 5pm. This will be a candlelight service with carols, readings, stories – all 
ages welcome. It is a special night with magic and excitement in the air as we wait for Jesus's birth. (ok, Santa Claus 
too!) 
 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day we will gather in the chapel for a more informal worship.  
 
Sunday, January 8 we will begin the New Year sharing a meal with communion and worship around the table. A 
pancake breakfast will be served at 9am in the dining room followed by or intertwined with our morning worship. 
On that first communion, Jesus was around the table sharing a meal with his disciples. So we too gather with our 
faith family to share a meal together much as we do at our seder dinners. 
 
From the Financial Team (Trustees, Treasurer, Financial Secretary) 
This is a busy time of year as we prepare the budget for 2023. It is a bit more challenging this year with several cost 
increases and our anticipated income down a bit. Fortunately we have been blessed by the saints that went before us, 
so we have a very healthy endowment. The proposed budget will be presented to the Church Council at their 
December meeting and if approved will be in the annual report with the final vote to accept at the Annual Meeting in 
January. Pray that as a church we are able to 
discern God's plan for us. 
 
The local Repant program generously supports the Smile Fund enabling the approval of more clients. There will be a 
table at the Christmas Fair where you can pick up one or two – they are great 
Christmas gifts. 
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Many thanks to the Congo Craftsment who have been brightening up the office entry. The walls are clean and bright 
and a carpet will be installed soon. This will make the space so much more 
welcoming. 
 
Also appreciation for the magic elf who cut down the front flower beds. Think it might be the same one that keeps 
everything so clean! 
 
If you have not turned in your pledge for 2023, please do so. We have an amazing congregation that financially 
supports the work of the church as well as generously giving to special offerings. For 
example:  
 
 One Great Hour of Sharing - $1215  
 Neighbors in Need - $480  
 Ukraine Relief - $2105 
 In 2021 we raised $590 for the Christmas Fund. 
 
 
 
Christmas Fund 
Formerly Veterans of the Cross 
The Christmas Fund, one of four Special Mission Offerings received annually in the United Church of Christ, is a 
ministry of compassion and care to those who serve our church. Our church will collect donations throughout the 
month of December, focusing on the Love Bowl December 2 and December 9. 
 
Lower-income retirees continue to feel most keenly the financial stress brought about by the current economic 
climate. Because of that, we ask you to prayerfully consider your response to the 2018 Christmas Fund Offering and 
give to the best of your ability. Reflect upon the ways in which your life has been touched by a retired pastor, a 
former youth leader, a Christian Education director, a church secretary, a custodian, or a minister of music, and 
honor their ministries in a way that will help them and others like them in these challenging times. 
 
 
Where it goes 
The generous gifts of UCC congregations and individuals to the Christmas Fund enabled the Pension Boards’ 
Ministerial Assistance program to provide the following gifts: 
 
Supplements to pension funds - The Pension supplement is for lower income retired UCC clergy/lay employees. 
 
Quarterly health premium supplements Emergency Grants - These grants help for active or retired UCC clergy/lay 
employees who are facing an unforeseen circumstance that creates a need for financial assistance. 
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UCC New England Women's Celebration XI 
Registration is open now for the UCC New England Women's Celebration XI in Manchester, NH –  
March 17-19, 2023. 
Register before January 1st to save $25! 
Learn more and register online - www.uccwc.org 
*Please note, the registration fee does not include meals or accommodations. 
 
Are you a crafter, maker, creator, entrepreneur, vendor, exhibitor, etc. or know someone who is? Join the UCC New 
England Women's Celebration XI Marketplace! Learn more and download the Marketplace application 
at www.uccwc.org 
 
Celebration XI will be held March 17-19, 2023 at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Manchester, NH. The Marketplace 
will be open Friday, March 17, 12:00pm -10:00pm and Saturday, March 18, 7:00 am - 7:30pm 
 
 
Mahoosuc Community Band Christmas Concert at Gould 
Mahoosuc Community Band annual Christmas Concert is Sunday, December 11 at 4 PM at the Gould Bingham 
Auditorium. Snowdate is Monday, December 12 at 7 PM. 
 
Mahoosuc Community Band is joined with Gould Academy music students and under the direction of Jim 
McLaughlin. The exciting part of this change in venue and conductors is the intergenerational sharing of music 
between adults and Gould students. 

 
 

December Calendar Dates 
 
Saturday, December 3 Christmas Fair and Tea  
 
Sunday, December 4 Second Sunday of Advent/Worship with Communion, 10 AM (at church and streaming on 
YouTube Live)  
 
Tuesday, December 6 Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM)  
 
Wednesday, December 7 Bethel Food Pantry open; Men’s Breakfast, 8 AM (at church/on ZOOM); Advent Study, 4-
5 PM (on ZOOM)  
 
Friday, December 9 Red Cross Blood Drive, 12-4:30 PM; Middle School Youth Group, 2:45-4:30 PM  
 
Saturday, December 10 Advent Spiral, 6-7:30 PM  
 
Sunday, December 11 Third Sunday of Advent/ Worship, 10 AM (at church and streaming on YouTube Live)  
 
Tuesday, December 13 Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM)  
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Wednesday, December 14 Christian Ed. Committee, 12 PM (at church/on ZOOM); World Service Committee, 3 PM 
(at church/on ZOOM); Advent Study, 4-5 PM (on ZOOM); Church Council at 6:45 PM (on ZOOM)  
 
Thursday, December 15 Deacons, 10 AM (at church/on ZOOM)  
 
Sunday, December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent/Worship, 10 AM (at church and streaming on YouTube Live)  
 
Tuesday, December 20 Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM)  
 
Wednesday, December 21 Advent Study, 4-5 PM (on ZOOM)  
 
Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 5 PM (at church and streaming on YouTube Live)  
 
Sunday, December 25 Christmas Worship at 10 AM (at church and streaming on YouTube Live)  
 
Tuesday, December 27 Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church and on ZOOM) 
 
 

December Birthday’s & Anniversary’s 
 

1 – Paul Motts 
       2 – Robin Zinchuk 

 4 – Grace Scott 
      5 – Randi Dunham 

   7 – Jim Chandler 
  7 – Art Marshall 

    7 – Seabury Lyon 
    8 – Brendon Bass 

  18 – Erica Mulley 
20 – Terry Miles 

     21 – Kaitlyn Keane 
           23 – Samantha Mallory 

        30 – Priscella Walker 
       30– Willow Dunham 

30 – Isla DeCato 

 
December 21 – Seabury and Sharon Lyon 

 


