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Pastor’s Perspective
We all wish Tim a wonderful break and opportunity for reflection and spiritual growth as he
journeys, often on foot, through Christian and Celtic traditions. We also welcome Linda Couture
as supply pastor, and appreciate Patricia Boyle-Wight’s stepping up with so many church
functions. Thanks ahead of time to both of you. Remember church is at 10:30 during Tim’s
absence.
Hi, I am Linda Couture. On Sunday, August 8, My husband Spencer and I
will celebrate our 47th anniversary. We have three children and six
grandchildren.
I have done many thing things in my life. I have worked in Nursing
Homes, general stores, and even our rural post offices. I went to college
when my oldest was in high school. I then became a school teacher. But,
somewhere along the way, I felt a calling to become a pastor. So I began
my studies, and after a long journey, I have finished the requirements this
year. My latest achievement was completing Clinical Pastoral Education
(*CPE) during this pandemic. I completed it this Spring. I now am a
licensed Pastor at the West Paris Mission Church and the Chatham, N.H.,
Congregational Church, and newly licensed for West Parish
Congregational Church during Tim’s sabbatical..
This summer, I have begun taking an online Art class, I love being
creative, and I needed a spark to return to what brings me such joy. So we
have a porch garden, and we have so many cucumbers that I have had to
make pickles! We like to go antiquing and enjoy perusing around flea
markets. Our favorite place to go is Bailey’s Island.
Blessings, Linda

Who’s In Charge?
Here is a list of functions usually done by our minister. This is a time for our church to grow and step
up to cover the usual, and possibly unexpected, situations while Tim is on Sabbatical.
Supply ministry – Linda Couture and Patricia Boyle-Wight
Pastoral Concerns – Diane York (Patricia if you can’t reach Diane)
Sunday School – Patricia Boyle-Wight
Music – Patricia Boyle Wight and Tom Davis
Deacon duties – Peggy Wight, Linda Davis, and Diane York – shared leadership
Trustees – Art Marshall, chair
Online communication – Peggy Wight with weekly emails and prayer requests
Newsletter and schedule – Jane Chandler
WPCC School – Jenn Doyle
World Service – Jane Chandler, chair

Christian Education
Our church had a wonderful day at Pilgrim Lodge in August. Eighteen of us were there, with other
folks from other churches as well. We had time for swimming, boating, walking the labyrinth, a short
worship service (planned and co-led with the young children), lunch, and relaxing in conversion or on
swings. It was a terrific and special day all around.
Plans for the Fall are underway. We hope that with a combination of outdoor activities, family
involvement in leading worship, and various forms of Sunday School, that we can continue to grow in
faith and fellowship, while listening to the Spirit's wisdom regarding how to do all this alongside Covid
precautions. Sunday School for the Fall will kick off on September 12th.
Jenn Doyle and Sarah DeCato (two parents of children in our church) are starting a school for 4th and
5th graders here at the church this fall. It will be a small group of students - a maximum of five this
year. It will be project oriented, with a faith component that aligns with our church's love and justice
theology. For more information, contact Jenn Doyle at JenniferSDoyle@gmail.com They are looking
for adult volunteers to provide the second adult, using the church’s Safe Church Policy.
Blessings on your late summer days,
Patricia

WPCC School
Have you heard? We are piloting a school! The WPCC School will
begin for the 2021-2022 school year, with potential for longevity
beyond that first year. The WPCC School will be open to 4thand 5th
grade level students. This idea sparked from two WPCC moms who
were involved in homeschooling with their own children during the
pandemic. Our church community has embraced this idea with open
arms and many church elders will have a role to play in fostering the
learning environment which will include elements of nature, Waldorf
ideology, science, math, language, the arts, as well as a faith-based

component. The classroom is capped at a total of five students and classes will start in early September.
If you are interested in learning more, or want to enroll your student, please reach out to Jenn Doyle at
jennifersdoyle@gmail.com or Sarah DeCato, at sdecato@outlook.com.
To meet the church’s safe child policy staff want an additional person to volunteer, perhaps in 2 hour
shifts. Consider this opportunity to reach out to our young people within the church.

20 years with Congo Craftsmen
20 years ago a group of retired guys from West Parish Congregational Church in Bethel began working
together in one man’s heated garage/ wood-working shop to make needed items for the church and
other non-profit organizations. They still meet every Monday at 9 a.m. These men were already
programmed to go to work on Monday morning. They break for coffee, donuts, and jokes at 10 before
going back to their work until noon.
Over the years of camaraderie and shared effort they have produced an amazing amount of items with
no charge for their labor, including: picnic tables and screens, ladders for bunk beds at Pilgrim Lodge,
benches for many local hiking areas, kiosks for trailheads of non-profits. The group is currently
working on picnic tables and benches for Age-Friendly Community Initiative, with one set planned for
each of the six towns. BAAM will decorate the benches and tables.
The close friendships that have developed between these public-spirited men is the valuable reward
they have earned. We are thankful for their giving spirits and hard work.

CROP Walk in person Sept. 19
The World Service committee is sponsoring the
CROP Walk (Communities Respond to Overcome
Poverty) on Sunday, September 19. The walk raises
money to fight hunger globally (75% to the
international work of Church World Service) and
locally (25% to the Bethel Food Pantry). It will be
scaled down as there will be no ecumenical service
on the common to reduce close contacts and risk of
spreading Covid 19. The Walk will start on the
lawn across from the church and go about 3 miles
around the town of Bethel. People are asked to being their own lunch stuff if staying after church. We
will gather at 12 noon and start the walk at 12:30 p.m.
To sponsor someone online go to the Church World Service website.
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/bethelme
Or contact someone in our church that is walking.

Church calendar for September
Wednesday, September 1 – Men’s Breakfast – 8:00 a.m. in church dining room
Christian Ed meeting Sept. 1, 6:45 p.m. via Zoom
Sunday, September 5 – In person worship (continue to wear masks) and online at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, September 7 – Prayer Group 8:45 a.m. at church and by Zoom
Book group at 7 p.m. in person at church and online with Zoom
Friday, September 10 – American Red Cross blood drive 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in church basement
Sunday, September 12 – In person worship (continue to wear masks) and online at 10:30 a.m.
Rally Sunday – first day of Sunday School
Equal Exchange Coffee orders due Sept. 12
Monday, September 13 – Congo Craftsmen 9:00 a.m. at Bob Iles’ home
Mahoosuc Community Band outdoor concert at Bethel Common – 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 14 – Prayer group 8:45 a.m. at church and online with Zoom
Stewardship Committee at church 10:00 a.m.
Trustees – 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
Wednesday, September 15 – Church Council at 6:45 p.m. on Zoom
Saturday, September 18 – Harvestfest on The Common 10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. - CROP has table there
Sunday, September 19 - In person worship (continue to wear masks) and online at 10:30 a.m.
CROP Walk at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, September 20 – Congo Craftsmen 9:00 a.m. at Bob Iles’ home
Tuesday, September 21 – Deacons 10:00 a.m. in person and by Zoom
Sunday, September 26 – In person worship (continue to mask) and online at 10:30 a.m.
Monday, September 27 – Congo craftsmen 9:00 a.m. at Bob Iles’ home
Thursday, September 30 – World Service committee at 3 p.m. at church and by Zoom
Friday, October 1 – American Red Cross Blood Drive in church basement 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Church flowers for September
September 12 – looking for a volunteer
September 19 Jan Whitworth
September 26 Susan Herlihy

Church member birthdays in September
September 2 – Reece Pierce
September 7 – Henrietta List
September 10 – Linda Davis
September 10 – Dean Richmond
September 11 – Suzanne Pierce

September 14 – David Miles
September 14 – Tom Davis
September 22 – Liam LeConey
September 25 – Eric Boyle-Wight
September 26 – Cody-Ann Scanlon

Dues Appeal Thanks
The stewardship committee would like to thank those who contributed to the annual summer dues
appeal. Donations totaled $1,333. slightly more than half of WPCC’s commitment to the Oxford Union
Association and the Maine Conference UCC. “Though we are independent in many ways, connection
with other churches and the support provided are an invaluable resource,” Diane York, chair of
Stewardship. Members Marvin Ouwinga, Jim List, Jim Chandler and Diane York.

Directory and contact list
Susan Herlihy and Diane York would like to update the church contact list. If your information is not in
the directory or has been changed, please contact Diane York or Susan Herlihy.

Pastoral Care
Diane York is covering for pastoral services during Tim’s sabbatical. Patricia Boyle-Wight will be
covering, if Diane isn’t available. Feel free to reach out to them, if you are facing an emotional or
physical crisis. It is good to talk to someone, when feeling down or lonely. Diane York’s contact is 6650978 (landline) or 595-0978 (cell phone). Patricia Boyle-Wight’s contact is 357-7048 (cell phone).

Outdoor band concert September 13
Mahoosuc Community Band has been rehearsing safely in the church basement since June. Each player
is required to be vaccinated with the Covid vaccine. The band is using the church filters.
The band wants to give music back to the community. An outdoor concert is planned for Monday
evening, September 13, 6:30 p.m. on The Bethel Common. The band will play in the gazebo. People
coming to listen are asked to bring their own chair.

With Apologies to the Psalmists (shared by Peggy Wight, written by Rev. John Edgerton)
Lift up your heads, you gates: lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of Glory may come in. Who
is he, the King of Glory? The Lord Almighty – He is the King of Glory. Psalm 24:9-10 (NIV)
Lift up your heads, church doors, lift them up, you faithful hearts. That the Queen of Grace may come
in. Who is She, the Queen of Grace? God Almighty—She is the Queen of Grace! You who have waited
lonely months, Walk through the doors! You who have been locked down, The bolts are thrown open!
You who will remain at home to worship, for whom health or distance make your home the fittest
sanctuary, you will not be shut out again. Having opened a new door through camera’s lens, the warm
embrace of community has found its focus. Having found that our reach is as wide as the globe, loving
hearts now know how wide their reach can be. To the one clamoring for more and sooner, to the one
pelading for less and later, to the one who feels that all is now well, to the one whose guard is still up,
to the one who feels this has all been overblown, to the one who mourns the death of their loved ones,
six hundred thousand times over:
Lift up your heads, church doors, lift them up, you faithful hearts, the the Queen of Grace may come in.
Who is she, this Queen of Grace? God Almighty – She is the Queen of Grace.
Prayer: Help us to know how to gather again, in love, in peace, in faith, in justice.

Coffee order due Sunday, September 12
Please let Jane Chandler know if you would like to order Fair Trade Equal Exchange coffee. She will
get back to you with a price, after you let her know what type of coffee you want.

Book group Tuesday, September 7
Book group will discuss the book Diary of a Young Naturalist by Dara McAnulty. We will meet in the
chapel and have a Zoom option. October 5 will be Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. Anyone is welcome to join in the
discussions.

A Day at Pilgrim Lodge
Eighteen of our church members gathered at Pilgrim Lodge in West Gardner for a relaxing time with
meditation, walking the labyrinth, and swimming and boating. Here are some photos.

