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Every new year, one of my favorite things to do is to create a list of goals for myself for the coming
year. It’s a kind of visioning exercise. These are goals for myself as pastor of the church as well as
goals in my personal life. I thought I’d share a few of these church-related goals with you as we move
deeper into 2022.
 I’d like to engage with Scripture more in preparing my sermons, really dig into it
and see what it is teaching us and how it is relevant for our times. I sometimes rely
too much on others’ thoughts and commentary on the passage or what I preached
about it many years ago. I’m hoping to “keep it fresh” this year.
 I hope to return to visiting people more frequently once COVID restrictions and the
pandemic allow it. It’s something I really miss. Also, I’d like to keep closer contact
with all of you.
 As soon as new chairs of committees are chosen, I hope to meet with each chair to
talk about goals for committees and groups for the coming year. Keeping open, ongoing
communication is important.
 Along with church leadership, I’d like to plan for a virtual (ZOOM) all-church retreat in March
to talk about the church’s mission and purpose in the pandemic and post-pandemic time. How
has it changed? You could call this “visioning for a new era” about what it means to be church.
We also need to talk about the church structure and governance and how it may need to change
to reflect current membership trends and needs.
 I’m hoping to re-engage with community groups as I have become more isolated in the past two
years during the pandemic (Rotary, Age Friendly, possibly the Northstar program at Telstar)

 Along with others from the church, I’m hoping to think about other community groups and
organizations the church can partner with on such things as social action initiatives and climate
change. We can get help with this by looking at the work/recommendations of the Conference
Social Action Committee and Maine Council of Churches.
 I’m really hoping to get outside to exercise more and to take walks around town, engaging with
people as we all “come out of our pandemic shells.”
 Having a daily spiritual practice and sticking to it. This could include time for silence, centering
prayer and/or meditation, prayer walking, yoga (I’ve never done it!), and writing.
 Incorporating more drama and/or skits into worship, along with kids from the WPCC school,
members of the congregation and others from outside the congregation. Maybe a drama
ministry?
 Start creating more rather than consuming more (i.e. learn or relearn a musical instrument,
writing fiction, or learning a foreign language).
 I would like to learn the budget and financial workings of the church more, working with Peggy
and the Trustees. I have always been fairly “hands-off” with this area of the church’s life but I’d
like to dig into it more.
 Along with others, plan for a 2023 service learning trip (once pandemic restrictions are lifted
and group travel is more comfortable again). Maybe a trip to Iona?
These are a few of my hopes/goals and what I plan on working on this year. They’re not
resolutions but, rather, things that I’m asking God to help me with and “growing edges” that will help
me towards a fuller, more engaged ministry at WPCC with all of you. What are yours?
Blessings to you and your family,
Tim

Virtual Worship
The Church Council met Wednesday, January 26 and voted to worship remotely through the month of
February and including March 6. This decision was not made easily. It feels so good to be in the
sanctuary and seeing our church family. Yet the Covid cases are still very high. Omicron variance is
highly transmissible. It would be not very good to share fellowship … and Covid. Worship will be You
Tube Live with Zoom prayers at 10:45 a.m. each Sunday. This will be followed by Fellowship hour at
11:00 a.m. Worship link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmpFaJlT_sI
.

Christian Educational
Community Skating Rink in Bethel
The town of Bethel now has a skating rink in the Ethel
Bisbee yard. Mary Scanlon, head of the Bethel Recreation
committee, with the support of a great team of committee
members and volunteers, has spearheaded the effort to
have a portable ice skating rink erected. They have a
rinkboni (human zamboni) to smooth out the ice surface. If
you have skates that are dull, Brooks Brothers now has
sharpening equipment.
The Christian Ed committee has begun Sunday afternoon
ice-skating gatherings – from 2 to 4 PM at the new rink in
Bethel. It’s a wonderful, safe way for us to gather this time
of year. All ages are very welcome!
We continue using our Sunday school curriculum, called
Celebrate Wonder. Our latest stories have been of Jesus’
birth, and younger years, his growth in the midst of a
supportive faith community, and the value of spending time
with God.
February is the month of Valentines when we express our
care for our friends. Dealing with others with love and care
is one of Jesus’ most important commandments. The
messages of this month also focus on the wonder of the
healing power of love that can overcome many obstacles
along the way. This is particularly appropriate in this time of
the Covid pandemic. As you hear these Bible stories on healing think not only of healing from sickness
but healing friendships or hurt feelings or aloneness created by the difficulty of dealing with Covid and
all the changes and precautions needed to stay safe. In these stories we see examples of how we need to
think creatively to show care for others. The lessons also encourage us to look at caring from many
different perspectives that we didn’t notice before. It is our hope that by learning to care more for
others around us we can experience some of the wonders of following God’s work into the world.
The Christian Education committee wants to bring the parables of the Bible into the community. If you
would like to help get involved with exploring the parables in a hands-on fashion contact Patricia.
(pboylewight@gmail.com). We like all agaes involved with this project. If you are inspired by the
parable, young and old, we would love your participation.
We will continue our remote lessons, and outdoor family gatherings until it is safe to gather again in
person.
Epiphany blessings to you all,
~ Patricia

WPCC School
We are growing!
Welcome Deborah Richmond as our K-2 teacher! We
have students joining us this spring and we are all very
excited.
The cold temperatures have forced us to reconsider
some of our outdoor plans, but we still managed to have
some snow fort building, sledding, ice skating and our
Nordic lessons with the Bethel Outing Club.
The kids are doing beautiful paintings with the direction
of Deb Lewis. Painting is the highlight of the week! The
kids count down every day until they can see Deb again. We will
certainly have an art display show this spring. I think you will be
most impressed!
Jim Chandler brought us a new science and math curriculum that
we all love called Generation Geniuses. We have completed a
couple of the lessons with Jim and look forward to our science
lab next week. We completed a conveyor belt project for a STEM
activity.
Lucy is doing a deep literature study on her reading of Heidi. We
watched the film one cold afternoon. Will is continuing his historical fiction reading Ben and Me about
Benjamin Franklin. We hope to take a trip this spring to Boston to the Tea Party Museum and the
Freedom Trail.
In Social Studies, Lucy completed her relief map of Maine project and she is doing local geography.
Will is studying his states and capitals in addition to the American Revolution.
Sharon is reading Echo Mountain. The story takes place in Maine during the Great Depression. We love
her storytelling.
We are beginning preparations for the sap running! We are hoping in four short weeks we can collect
for boiling.
Lucy wrote her dream for the community. If you can’t read it, she says, “My dream is for people to
realize the importance of getting vaccinated and wearing a mask.” What is your dream for our
community?
Our two festivals to share with the church this spring are Earth Day and May Day. I look forward to
sharing our plans for those special events. We welcome volunteers to help with the process!
Jenn Doyle

Flower List
Thank you, Susan, for organizing the list of people to place the flowers in the sanctuary each Sunday,
helping to beautify our church. You have helped all of us see the beauty shared by others. There are
more opportunities to sign up for other weeks. Please let Susan Herlihy know if you would like to share
something for the sanctuary. During February services are remote. Bring the arrangement to the Chapel
by Friday afternoon.
Feb. 6 – Communion
Feb. 13 – Linda Davis
Feb. 20 – Wights in memory of Ruth
Feb. 27 – Jan Stowell in memory of Dexter

The Steeple
At the end of last year, structural work was done on the steeple plus a
new bell rope installed. At the time it was noticed that the beam supporting the
bell needed to be replaced. A new bell wheel made of white oak will be installed
in the near future. Our steeple will continue to be a visual presence of our church
in the community. The bell will ring (safely) of our open welcome to all. (Think
spring with the flowering crab apple adorning the steeple.)

Calendar for February
Tuesday, Feb. 1 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM on ZOOM; Book Group at 7 PM on ZOOM
Wed., Feb. 2 - Men’s Breakfast at 8 AM at church and on ZOOM; (bring your own food)
CE Committee at 12 PM on ZOOM
Sun., Feb. 6 - Worship (pre-recorded) on YouTube Live (link or church website),
Communion, Prayers, and Fellowship Time beginning at 10:45 AM on ZOOM
Mon., Feb. 7 - Congo Craftsmen at 9 AM at Bob Iles’ house on Paradise Road
Tues., Feb. 8 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM on ZOOM
Wed., Feb. 9 - World Service Committee at 3 PM on ZOOM
Friday, Feb. 11 - American Red Cross Blood Drive at church 12 noon to 4-30 PM
Sun., Feb. 13 - Worship (pre-recorded) on YouTube Live (link or church website),
Prayers, and Fellowship Time beginning at 10:45 AM on ZOOM
Mon., Feb. 14 - Happy Valentines Day! Congo Craftsmen at 9 AM at Bob Iles’ house
Tues., Feb. 15 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM on ZOOM; Deacons at 10 AM on ZOOM
Sun., Feb. 20 - Worship (pre-recorded) on YouTube Live (link or church website),
Prayers, and Fellowship Time beginning at 10:45 AM on ZOOM
Mon. Feb. 21 - Presidents Day; Congo Craftsmen at 9 AM on ZOOM

Tues., Feb 22-Fri., Feb. 25 - Rev. Tim on Vacation
Sun., Feb. 27 - Worship (pre-recorded) on YouTube Live (link or church website),
Prayers, and Fellowship Time beginning at 10:45 AM on ZOOM

Birthdays
Take a moment to wish each of these a happy birthday and cheer up their day.
February 3
February 11
February 16

Cassidy Scanlon
Sandra Francis
Magnolia Firmin

(Donna Coe’s granddaughter)

February 21

Alliday (Lida) Iles

February 22
February 24
February 18
February 26
February 28

Melody Bonnema
Susan Cooper
Jim List
Haiven Mason (Jan Whitworth’s granddaughter)
Jonathan Smith

Love Bowl for Northstar Driver’s Ed
The World Service committee met with Lyndsey Smith, head of the Telstar Northstar mentoring
program. She raised a few ways that our church could support the program and help the youth in our
region.
1) One is providing mentors, both for short-term projects and also for long-term commitments
with all the programs. The committee will share more information later about this.
2) A specific need is for money for driver's education for some of her youth who are unable to
pay the $500 each. Lyndsey mentioned how this is such a vital skill for youth to get around, find work.
It can be a turning point in their lives.
The World Service committee would like to sponsor up to 4 students this spring for driver's ed.
Lyndsay would be the gatekeeper, choosing those students who would most benefit from this program.
The Deacons at their January meeting voted for the February Love Bowl be dedicated to
enabling students in need to take the driver's education course. The Trustees agreed that the Turning
Point Fund would make up any difference, so that 4 students can be supported.
Friends of Kenya Rising
Many of you are familiar with Friends of Kakamega, an
organization we support through our outreach budget. Several
members of the congregation sponsor a child through this
organization. Last year they merged with another organization
and are now known as Friends of Kenya Rising. From the
brochure, this is their story:
“Friends of Kenya Rising exists to support our Western Kenya
partner, Kenya Rising to assist needy students and families as they rise
out of poverty.
We are a new organization, yet our work goes back more than
18 years. We are made up of volunteers and donors who were
previously the driving force behind two entities, Maine-based Friends
of Kakamega and New York-based Crossroads Springs Africa. We have
come together as one organization to improve and streamline our
efforts to uplift children and families in great need.

Today, as one board, we raise funds to provide school fees for over 170 high school students and 50
college, university and vocational students. We support Kenya Rising as it offers holistic programs to nearly 200
families, 1,000 people, ensuring children are educated and families can improve their living situations, farm
production, health, and incomes.”

Go to their website www.friendsofkenyarising.org to learn more about the great work they are
doing and see the any photos which will surely bring a smile to your face!

Book Group this Tuesday
Book Group will meet Tuesday, February 1at 7 p.m. to discuss the book Caste: The Origins of our
Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson. This is a provocative book comparing the culture of the country of
India and our culture and treatment of black people, historically and to the present.
Any are welcome to this monthly book discussions. Contact Jane Chandler for a ZOOM link. Join
Zoom Meeting code
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84737844961?pwd=T3E2VGxTQ0lLOHd1U2E0R2RXWFVXZz09

MeSOM
Maine School of Ministry has two classes this spring that might be of interest to anyone, not just those
pursuing ministry. Check with the Maine Conference on details of each class and registration
information.
Ministry, Mental Health and the Church
Spiritual Leadership for a Climate Changed World, a collaboration with Bangor Theological Seminary
Center.

Conference actions on Climate Change
Social Action group of the Maine conference is offering an informative session on Climate Change and
our churches. It will be on
February 26, 6-7:30 PM: Climate Change
● Featuring “A Climate to Thrive” and our Earth Care and Spirituality Resource Team
HOW?
60-90 minute ZOOM Workshops: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7271002204
● Workshops will also be recorded and available for later viewing.

