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Pastor’s Perspective
Greetings and Happy Fall! I love this time of year and all that
comes with it and, to me, the changing leaves are just an added
bonus. Yes, there are more tourists around and about but it is the
price that we pay for living in such a beautiful part of the world.
This is an interesting time to be church, isn’t it? We are going through a time of great change and we
are discerning what lies ahead for us (and for all churches) in the post (though actually current)
pandemic time. Recently, we engaged with each other around the question of “What if?”, employing
our imaginations and creativity to ponder the future of the church. I, along with other members of the
church, will attend a workshop on “Relaunching Church” led by a UCC church consultant and coach,
Paul Nickerson, on October 29th at the Falmouth UCC. And, later in the Fall, we will have an
afternoon retreat when we will discern together the ways that God is calling us as a church in these new
times (date and time to be announced).
It is actually an exciting time to be the church. There are many new
opportunities for ministry for us to explore. At the same time, it is a time
for spiritual deepening, both individually and communally. But change is
hard. There are many churches that are dealing with open conflict and
much divisiveness.
Lillian Daniel, in a recent UCC Daily Devotional writes about the
church’s current reality: “...the church, like the rest of society, is still
processing the trauma of the last two-plus years of COVID and the
growing realization that we cannot go back in time institutionally. When
we come back to worship in person and see some empty seats, it’s only
natural that we miss the people who have not returned. Even happy
churches can get grumpy about “Why isn’t everyone back yet?” and start
to ask, “Who is to blame?” But if you wonder whether some mythical
church down the road is packed, let me tell you: the return is slow across
denominations and across the nation. Families with children, stressed to
the max during COVID, are the slowest to return to church, and both the

mega church and the tiny church are feeling it. If you are getting 30% of your previous attendance, that
is normal. If you are getting 50%, I’d call that a victory. And if your church is a little cranky, give
yourself and each other some extra Christian kindness.”
Sounds like good advice! Peace to you, God be with you and your family … and enjoy the fall!
Tim

Christian Education
We are gearing up for a full year of activities for your children and families. We have sent a postcard
to each child highlighting the events of September. The CE committee is delighted that Patricia BoyleWight will return after a 3-month leave of absence.
Friday September 30, 6-7:30 PM
This will be the first monthly the Friday All Church Family Potluck. CE Committee will provide a
variety of pizzas and beverages. People attending are our encouraged to bring salads, vegetable dishes,
or desserts. Also everyone is encouraged to have a brief show and tell sharing some of the fun you had
this summer. This should be a fun evening of sharing by both children and adults. All are invited.
Future monthly potlucks are planned for the third Friday of each month. Oct 21st, Nov 18, Dec 16th, Jan
20th, Feb 17th, March 17th, April 21st, May 19th.
Christian Ed committee is developing an after school “Sunday School” for Elementary students in 4-5
week sessions tentatively 2:40- 4:30 pm culminating with a sharing time in church or an intergenerational event. A monthly or biweekly Middle School Youth Group is planned around the dinner
hour.

Successful CROP Walk
World Service and Christian Ed committees co-planned the CROP Walk this month. Tim led the
ecumenical service on The Bethel Common. Robin Chaput, Methodist minister, and Tim led the service
with Tom Davis and Liz Smith providing the music.
This year the focus was on education and food insecurity issues in Maine and around the world. Instead
of a walk around the town, participants walked to different stations around The Bethel Common. Then
we sat in a circle and brainstormed about food insecurity and how to make a real difference in people’s
lives. We raised almost $2,000 for CROP this year, with $500 staying in Bethel.

Pot luck dinners are back
It has been over two years since the church had a potluck dinner. Christian Ed committee and World
Service committee both felt the need to bring this Friday night tradition back.
This Friday, September 30, 6 PM, Christian Ed is sponsoring this pizza potluck, having people bring
salads, side dishes, or desert to go with the pizza. The theme is sharing about what you did in your
summer vacation.
World Service is sponsoring the October 21 potluck at 6 PM. Tim and Mary will share some of their
experiences while at the Iona community. Discussion will follow about a potential church group going
to Scotland to worship in this Iona community.

Love Bowl for Puerto Rico recovery
Our church has sent two groups to Puerto Rico to repair roofs
damaged by Hurricane Maria 5 years ago. Many of us developed
lasting friendships with the warm-hearted people who were so
appreciative of all we did for them. That island has again been hit
with hurricane damage, this time Fiona. Those of us who went have
seen the Facebook posts of the extreme flooding and damage with
the high winds.
Devastation is widespread in an island still recovering from that
hurricane 5 years ago. A total of 80% of the people of Puerto Rico
were initially without power and many were without water. Over 400
homes were damaged or completely destroyed from Fiona.
Consider a donation for relief for the people of Puerto Rico.

Flower List for October
October 09
October 16
October 23
October 30

Andee Alford
Marilyn Sahlberg
Jane Chandler
Deb Lewis and youth in memory of Deb’s mom

Deacons
What should we do for the Christmas Fair? The Tea in a Bag was
successful. Do we have the interest and capacity to have a full Tea
as well as the craft tables downstairs?
The Deacons have a planning meeting Tuesday, October 4 at 10:00 AM
to plan for December, both as a church and for the community. It takes a
village to put on the tea. And if you are part of that village, come to that
planning meeting.

At this point communion will remain the same, served in the pews. There are two concerns regarding
personal safety and communion. One is mingling of hands dipping into one juice container. The other is
mingling of people while proceeding to the front, in close proximity. Deacons decided it makes sense to
take baby steps, opening each pew door first. Later deacons will bring up this method of communion
by intinction, dipping the bread into the cup.

What If?
Four members are participating in Small Church Leadership Community. Tim LeConey, Henri List,
Steve Wight and Jane Chandler have been challenged to Imagine “What If”. How can our church
emerge post-pandemic? Imagine the possibilities. This group has been given several challenges. One
was to have an outdoor service, which we had in August with outdoor communion. Another is to have a
brainstorming session around the words “What If?” Tim led a service where members were divided
into groups and discussed possibilities. These will be used at a church retreat to plan how our church
can provide a safe place for imaginations to grow in faith. More to come on this topic. Please respond
with your personal “What If...” thoughts either to Tim or any member of this group.
This Imagination Sundial summarizes our sessions with other churches. Imagine: Mental and emotional
space that expands our ability to imagine. Gathering places that provide platforms for collective
imagining. Practices that connect us and change our frame of possibility. Pacts of collaboration that
catalyze imagination into action.

Birthdays
October 1 – Brian Zinchuk
October 3– Simon Smith
October 3 – Anna Harvey
October 4 – Ryder Scott
October 4 – Jackie Cressy
October 6 – Jan Stowell
October 7 – Steve Wight
October 7 – India Baker

October 19 – Kyr Struatskiv
October 11 – Ted Davis
October 11 – Lucy DeCato
October 12 – Lynn Mason
October 13 – Bruce Pierce
October 25 – Winter Alford
October 29 – Anneliese Smith

Equal Exchange Coffee, etc.
This summer Susan Sklar, manager of the Interfaith Team and her
husband, Rink Sklar, board president, were vacationing in Bethel.
They came and met with Tim LeConey and Jane Chandler to meet the people that have ordered coffee
and tea and chocolate for over 20 years with our church.
The next coffee, tea, and chocolate order will be November 13.
Here is a link to their publicity related to this mission our church has continued for a long time, serving
coffee that supports local farmers and coffee-growers.
https://www.info.equalexchange.coop/articles/jane-chandler

Calendar of events
Sunday, October 2 - Worship with Communion at 10 AM (at church and on YouTube Live)
Mondays – Congo Crafters 10:00 AM at Bob Iles’ home on Paradise Road
Tuesday, October 4 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM)
10:00 AM Planning for Christmas Fair
Wednesday, October 5 - Men’s Breakfast at 8 AM (at church/on ZOOM)
Friday, October 7-Sunday, October 9 - Rev. Tim away at Alcyon Center for an educational retreat
Sunday, October 9 - Worship at 10 AM (at church and on YouTube Live) led by Rev. Lois Amidon
Monday, October 10 – Indigenous People’s Day
Tuesday, October 11 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM);
Trustees Meeting at 6:30 PM on ZOOM
Friday, October 14 - Red Cross Blood Drive at Church dining room, 12-4:30 PM
Saturday, October 15 - Maine Conference Annual Meeting on ZOOM
Ribbon cutting for Buck’s Ledge – 1 PM at Buck’s Ledge parking lot
Sunday, October 16 - Worship at 10 AM (at church and on YouTube Live)
Tuesday, October 18 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM);
Deacons Meeting at 10 AM (at church/on ZOOM)
Wednesday, October 19 - World Service Committee Meeting at 3 PM (at church/on ZOOM)
Thursday, October 20 – Church Council 6:45 PM on Zoom
Friday, October 21 - Potluck Dinner at 6 PM sponsored by World Service Committee
(Rev. Tim and Mary LeConey presenting on Iona/Pilgrimage), 6-7:30 PM
Sunday, October 23 - Worship at 10 AM (at church and on YouTube Live)
Oxford Union Association Fall Meeting on ZOOM at 4 PM
Tuesday, October 25 - Prayer Group at 8:45 AM (at church/on ZOOM);
Stewardship Committee at 10 AM at church
Saturday, October 29 - “Relaunching Church” Workshop at Falmouth UCC (church team going)
led by Paul Nickerson, 9:30 AM-2:30 PM
Sunday, October 30 - Worship at 10 AM (at church and on YouTube Live)
Monday, October 31 - Halloween
Book Group
Book Group is taking a pause in sessions for the fall.

