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A Prayer for the World

Henrietta List has been leading the discussion on Breaking Boundaries, a
discussion on climate resiliency, on Thursday nights. She began last week
with this prayer. Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry speaks of the specific
challenges facing us today and how prayer is needed:

In the United States and in the world, we have different cultures, different politics, different experiences
that have shaped our beliefs. But if we can establish that we're working toward some common good, 
whether we like each other or not, then we can be brothers and sisters. . . . Let's all stop
worrying about whether we like each other and choose to believe instead that we're capable of doing 
good together. . . .

If love is your purpose . . . it was and still is the time to double down on prayer. Because prayer, real 
prayer, is both contemplative and active. . . .Part of that is working for a good, just, humane, and 
loving society. That means getting on our knees [to pray] . . . and it also means standing on our
feet and marching in the streets. It means praying through participation in the life of our government 
and society. . . . Through fashioning a civic order that reflects goodness, justice, and compassion, and 
the very heart and dream of God for all of God's children and God's creation. 

From Center for Action and Contemplation: A Concern for the Good of the World 

Worship Returns to 10:00 on December 5
We all look forward to Tim LeConey’s return from
his sabbatical to our sanctuary.

Christmas Tea in a Bag & Fair

We will not be returning to our full traditional Tea &
Fair again this year due to our taking COVID
precautions. We will offer Tea in a Bag again this
year. We had a very positive response to this event
and will add to it this year with a Craft Table,
Bakery Table, and Tiny Treasures. Bags will be $20



and pre-orders are recommended as a limited number will be available. To pre-order, please contact 
Diane York at  DianeYorkME@roadrunner.com  

On the day of the event entry will be through the chapel door and exit through the downstairs door. 
Masks are required as is maintaining an acceptable social distance from others.
The week before the Tea & Fair has always been referred to as “fair week” with several days of 
planned preparations. If you would like to join in for any of the activities, the following is the week's 
schedule:

Wednesday, Dec. 1 at approximately 9am (following Men's Breakfast) we will be decorating the
sanctuary and chapel.

Friday, Dec. 3 at 10 we will be packaging cookies and filling the Bags. The bakery and craft 
tables will be set up. Final set up and pricing of Tiny Treasures will happen at that time.

Note: If your are donating food for the bags and/or crafts, they must be delivered to the church 
before 10 a.m. on Friday, December 3.

Peggy Wight, for the deacons

Christian Education news

The Christian Education committee sponsored a very successful lantern walk at the Doyles house. We 
had 25 people there, including three families with young children. We had a wonderful mix of old and 
young, and people in between. We walked in the woods on a lantern-lit trail, and we spent time together
with fellowship around the campfire. There was chili, corn bread, hot cocoa and s’mores - and smiles, 
careful hugs, and laughter and song.

We continue using our Sunday school curriculum, called Celebrate Wonder. We have brought our story,
video, and lesson into Sunday morning worship, because the stories and videos are very engaging for 
all ages. Our latest stories have been of Moses (from his birth through the parting of the Reed Sea), the 
Israelites wandering in the desert, and the Ten Commandments.

Our next family gathering will be an Advent Spiral Walk, in the church basement, on Sunday, 
December 5 at 4 PM. It’s a candle-lit, silent, meditative walk into the center of a labyrinth that invites 
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people to journey through Advent, towards the birth of Jesus. All are welcome, and we hope to see you 
there.
A caroling event is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 17th. Remember all God’s Creatures have a Place in the 
Choir. Come and sing carols and join the fun.

May the Advent blessings of hope, peace, joy, and love be with you in these very special days.

Patricia

WPCC School

November is Native American heritage month. We had the pleasure of Judy Cross sharing her extensive
collection of artifacts from the Southwest. In addition to her visit, we read Native American poetry and 
folk tales. 

Lucy continued her fourth grade Maine studies with a report on a Maine tribe. She did a wonderful 
Google slides presentation about the Penobscot. She read folk tales about and made a dream catcher 
and a birch canoe.

Will is studying Puritan life and read “The Witch of Blackburn Pond.” When he read about the strict 
guidelines for children, he expressed gratitude we’ve evolved to less restrictions. We read about The 
Salem Witch trials and had great writing assignments about history and current events. 

We started microscopic organisms with Mr. Chandler and have a composting worm bin for our studies 
on the environment. We studied Claude Monet with Ms. Lewis and made beautiful watercolor 
paintings.

Thank you to all that joined us in our wonderful lantern walk. It was such a special night.
We welcome you to join us in our advent spiral on Sunday, December 5 at 4:00 p.m. at church.

We would very much like to be read Christmas stories through December. Please reach out if you 
would like to come read Lucy & Will a story.

Jenn Doyle



Our Gratitude & Best Wishes to Linda Couture

The first Sunday of Advent is November 28. This marks the beginning of the Christmas season. For our
church it is also the last day that Linda Couture will be leading worship. Tim will return to the pulpit on
December 5 at the previous worship time of 10:00 a.m.  We are very appreciative that Linda could 
commit this time to serve our church during Tim's sabbatical. Linda & Spencer will always find a 
welcome here and do hope they will return for a visit.

December Love Bowl is for the UCC Christmas Fund

The past several months have had a profound impact on UCC cleargy and congregations. Because of 
the gifts to the Christmas Fun, those who have been affected the most know they are not alone. 
Gifts to the Christmas Fun bring relief and hope to those who have dedicated their lives to serving out 
churches. By supporting the Christmas Fund, you make a huge difference! Join with others in the 
United Church of Christ to bring good new and great joy to ministers and spouses who have given so 
much to our churches. 

The Love Bowl for December is for Christmas Fund. Make out a check and put Christmas Fund in the 
memo line.

Flowers for 2022

 Susan Herlihy has offered to make the list for those who want to bring flowers to decorate the 
sanctuary in 2022. Please consider this opportunity to grace the church with flowers or other 
decorations. Let Susan know which Sunday you would like to make the arrangement. The first Sunday 
of each month is Communion so flowers aren’t needed. She can be reached at 824-2168 or 
herlihys@megalink.net

Calendar for December

Wednesday, December 1 – 8 – 9:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast in the dining room
Set up for Christmas Fair – 9 a.m. to noon
Bethel Food Pantry – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Nazarene Church

Thursday, December 2 – Breaking Boundaries Climate Change discussion 
6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. via Zoom (get link from Henri)

Friday, December 3 – All food for Christmas Tea in a Bag due by 10:00 a.m. 
Continue setting up for fair and pricing Tiny Treasures (no new items needed)

Saturday, December 4 – Christmas Tea in a Bag and Mini Fair – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 5 – Second Sunday in Advent – Worship at 10:00 a.m., live stream (FB page) and 

You Tube for later viewing – Communion Sunday
Advent Spiral walk – church dining room at 4 p.m. with candles

Monday, December 7 – Congo Craftsmen 9 a.m. at Bob Iles’ home, 132 Paradise Road
Tuesday, Dec. 7 – Prayer Group 8:45 in Chapel and on Zoom

Deacons – 10:00 a.m. in church and via Zoom
Tuesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m. - Book Group in Chapel and via Zoom 

Thursday, Dec. 9 – World Service 3 p.m. in person and via Zoom

mailto:herlihys@megalink.net


Sunday, Dec. 12 – Third Sunday in Advent – Worship at 10:00 a.m. in person, live streamed and 
on You Tube for later viewing - Poinsettia Sunday

Monday, Dec. 13 – Congo Craftsmen – 9 a.m. at Bob Iles’ home, 132 Paradise Road
Tuesday, Dec. 14 – Prayer Group 8:45 a.m. in Chapel and via Zoom

Trustees – 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
Friday, December 17 – all church caroling (time to be announced later)
Sunday, December 19 – Worship in person 10:00 a.m., live streamed on FB and 

You Tube for later viewing
Monday, December 20 – Congo Craftsmen, 9 a.m. at Bob Iles’ home, 132 Paradise Road
Tuesday, December 21 – Prayer Group 8:45 a.m. in person and via Zoom
Friday, December 14 – Christmas Eve Service
Saturday, Dec. 15 – Christmas Day – May we all celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ!

Book Group meets Dec. 7

 December we will share our favorite Christmas poem or story. Please bring something to share for 
food. 
And January we will discuss the Hidden Lives of trees by Peter Wohlleben.
Anyone is welcome to join the book group discussions

Birthdays and Anniversaries

 Take a few moments to wish these people a happy birthday and anniversar to brighten up their day.
December 1 – Paul Motts December 8 – Brendon Bass
December 2 – Robin Zinchuk December 18 – Erica Mulley
December 4 – Grace Scott December 20 – Terry Miles
December 5 – Randi Dunham December 21 – Seabury and Sharon Lyon
December 7 – Jim Chandler December 30 – Priscella Walker
December 7 – Art Marshall December 30 – Willow Dunham
December 7 – Seabury Lyon December 30 – Isla DeCato
New Website is Live

Check out the new church website. Thanks to Aranka Motolsky for
doing an excellent job. It is linked to both Instagram and Facebook. The
easy access and ease of changing the website will help our church
advance in the electronic world. It includes a simple click to watch the
worship service. It flows easily between sections, with the church
policies and procedures, building use form and Safe Church Policy
available for downloads.
Go to www.bethelcongregationalchurch.org

The calendar should be accessible. Previous newsletters are linked for
easy reading.
And we have an online donate button for people that want to give
electronically to the general fund of the church or the Smile Fund.
Liz Smith now adorns the site, updating staff photos.

http://www.bethelcongregationalchurch.org/



